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For most of the semester, we will be exploring some much-debated 
questions about  the individuation and identity conditions of 
material objects: what makes one the object it is and distinct from 
others and what makes it the same object over time. Our 
discussions will be based on recent papers on these topics which 
will be made available in a course-pack. Towards the end of the 
semester, we will take a brief look at parallel questions concerning 
persons.  
 
There will be two examinations, one near the middle and one near 
the end of the semester. In addition, you may submit a paper, but 
you must get approval for your topic by April 15.  You can get 
comments on a draft if you submit it by April 25, with the final 
version due on May 1. If you do write a paper, your grade in the 
course will be based on the best two of the three earned. Class 
participation may improve your grade, though lack thereof will not 
hurt it. 
 
It is essential that you come to each class having read the text to be 
discussed on that day. Since the pace at which we go through the 
readings is unpredictable, depending in large part on how much 
you have to say about them, the assignment for the next class will  
be announced at the end of each meeting. I do not check 
attendance but highly recommend it. 
 



Please note the following university policies: 
 
ACADEMIC HONESTY. UF students are bound by The Honor Pledge, which states, 
“We, the members of the University of Florida community, pledge to hold ourselves and 
our peers to the highest standards of honor and integrity by abiding by the Honor Code. 
On all work submitted for credit by students at the University of Florida, the following 
pledge is either required or implied: “On my honor, I have neither given nor received 
unauthorized aid in doing this assignment.” The Honor Code 
(http://www.dso.ufl.edu/sccr/process/student-conduct-honor-code/) specifies a number of 
behaviors that are in violation of this code and the possible sanctions. Furthermore, you 
are obligated to report any condition that facilitates academic misconduct to appropriate 
personnel. If you have any questions or concerns, please consult with the instructor or 
TAs in this class. Plagiarism on any assignment will automatically result in a grade of 
"E" for the course. Plagiarism is defined in the University of Florida's Student Honor 
Code as follows: "A student shall not represent as the student’s own work all or any 
portion of the work of another. Plagiarism includes (but is not limited to): a. Quoting oral 
or written materials, whether published or unpublished, without proper attribution. b. 
Submitting a document or assignment which in whole or in part is identical or 
substantially identical to a document or assignment not authored by the student." Students 
found guilty of academic misconduct will be prosecuted in accordance with the 
procedures specified in the UF honesty policy. 

ATTENDANCE AND CLASSROOM POLICIES. Students are expected to attend class 
and to have done all assigned reading in advance. Failure to do so will adversely affect 
students' ability to perform well in this course. The use of laptop computers, smart 
phones, or other electronic devices during class is not permitted. Requirements for make-
up exams are consistent with university policies specified at: 
https://catalog.ufl.edu/ugrad/current/regulations/info/attendance.aspx. 

ONLINE COURSE EVALUATION. Students are expected to provide feedback on the 
quality of instruction in this course based on 10 criteria. These evaluations are conducted 
online at https://evaluations.ufl.edu. Evaluations are typically open during the last two or 
three weeks of the semester. Students will be given specific times when they are open. 
Summary results of these assessments are available to students at 
https://evaluations.ufl.edu/results. 

ACCOMMODATION FOR STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES. Students with disabilities 
requesting accommodations should first register with the Disability Resource Center 
(352-392-8565, www.dso.ufl.edu/drc/) by providing appropriate documentation. Once 
registered, students will receive an accommodation letter which must be presented to the 
instructor when requesting accommodation. Students with disabilities should follow this 
procedure as early as possible in the semester.  

Counseling and Wellness Center: http://www.counseling.ufl.edu/cwc/Default.aspx, 
392-1575  
 



University Police Department: 392-1111 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


